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Sewage flap divides Chenango, Fenton

Communities in legal proceedings

By Nancy Dooling
ndooling@gannett.com
Staff Writer

A river separates the towns of
Chenango and Fenton.

Yet that’s not enough of a buffer to
keep the towns from each other’s
throats.

In fact, the Chenango River is at the

center of a bitter dispute that had led
to Chenango trying to seize a small
piece of property owned by Fenton.

Chenango claims that’s the only way
to keep its sewage pipe in place on the
Fenton side of the river. Fenton wants
the pipe moved.

The dispute has moved from town
halls to the courtroom. A hearing on
Chenango’s pending eminent domain

action will be held Aug. 13 in Cortland
County Court.

A year ago, Fenton began eminent
domain proceedings against the com-
pany that owned the riverbank prop-
erty which is only six-tenths of anacre.
Instead of letting the property be con-
demned, the owner deeded the prop-
erty to Fenton, court records show.

“Fenton acquired the property for
the express purpose of excluding

See TOWNS Page 8A
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The Town of Chenango is beginning eminent domain proceed-

ings to seize property along the Chenango River.

NATURAL GAS DEVELOPMENTS

Drilling opponents cheer moratorium

Measure goes to
state Assembly

By Nick Reisman
Albany Bureau

ALBANY — Opponents
of natural gas drilling in the
Southern Tier’s Marcellus
Shale formation are cheering
the state Senate’s approval of
ashort-termmoratoriumlate
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the formation would be de-
layed until May 15, 2011.

Now focus turns to the As-
sembly, where supporters of
the drilling moratorium be-
lieveitcould betakenup soon.

“I think it has overwhelm-
ing supportinourhouse,” said
Assemblyman . Robert
Sweeney, D-Babylon, Suffolk
County. “We were waiting to
see the Senate move the bill
forward.”

Sweeney said the Democ-
ratic-led Assembly could re-
turnto Albany in September
to take up the measure.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon
Silver, D-Manhattan, said in
a statement that he support-
ed withholding drilling per-
mits until more information
is available from the U.S. En-
vironmental  Protection
Agency.

“We simply cannot move
forward until we have all the
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Anti-drilling protesters gather Wednesday at Binghamton's State Office Building as gubernatorial candidate Andrew Cuomo was in town.

Cuomo wants ‘the facts’ on gas drilling

By Jon Campbhell
jeampbelll@gannett.com
Staff Writer

BINGHAMTON — About 50 peo-
ple gathered outside the State Office
Building on Wednesday, demanding
answers from Attorney General and
Democratic gubernatorial candidate
Andrew Cuomo on where he stands
on drilling for natural gas in the Mar-
cellus Shale formation.

They left unsatisfied.

Afton resident and opponent of dnlhng
for natural gas Kim Michels, left, gets a
short audience with New York state At-
torney General Andrew Cuomo.

Cuomo was intown to announce an
investigation into predatory health
care lenders and finances, of whichhis
office has received numerous com-
plaints as the economy turned sour.

The protesters, however, weremore
interested in the Attorney General’s
take on one of the biggest issues in the
Southern Tier. Cuomo’s appearance
came the day after the state Senate
passed a bill that would place a mora-
torium on hydraulic fracturing until
May 15, 2011

The state has already put high-vol-
ume hydraulic fracturing — apractice
inwhich amix of water, sand and chem-
icals are blasted deep underground to
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Congress moves forward with state aid

By Brian Tumulty
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Legis-
lation to provide cash-strapped
states with $16 billion in Med-
icaid money and $10 billion to
reduce layoffs of teachers and
other public-schoolemployees
roared back to life in the Sen-
ate on Wednesday.

A 61-38 procedural® vote
moved thebill closer to Senate
passage, expected today. It al-
so set the stage for vacationing
House lawmakers to return to
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thatwould send the bill toPres-
ident Barack Obama.
Wednesday’s breakthrough
took place after two moderate
Republican senators from

Maine, OlympiaSnoweand Su-

san Collins, joined Democrats
in voting tq move the bill for-
ward. Democratic Sen.BenNel-
son of Nebraska also dropped
his earlier oppositionto the bill.

vanced a major piece of con-
gressional Democrats’agenda.
It was followed several hours
later by an announcementfrom
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif,, that she would call the
House back into session early
next week.

“Asmillions of children pre-
pare to go back to school —
many in just a few days — the
House will act quickly to ap-
prove this legislation once the
Senate votes,” Pelosi stated.

The overall package would
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