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NY records show history of oil & gas spills and leaks; DEC says it's on top of the problems
Reported by: Associated Press
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ALBANY, N.Y.

State regulators claim a strong record of oil and gas industry oversight, but their own reports show thousands of unplugged abandoned wells and other
problems that threaten the environment and public safety.

Annual reports and incident reports prepared by Department of Environmental Conservation staff run counter to the agency's long-stated assertion that the
types of problems reported in other states have been prevented in New York by strong regulations.

Problems include unplugged abandoned wells leaking brine, vegetation killed by leaking waste pits, and crude oil contaminating residential wells and
streams.

A DEC spokeswoman said Wednesday that agency enforcement personnel have resolved or are working to address problems noted in the DEC reports.



