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Toxic fumesthat won't fade away

State agencies plan to identify sites where traces of
contaminants may have migrated, posing a health hazard
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Until three years ago, public hedlth officiads thought that when they had cleaned g A
up spilled toxic solventsin the ground, their work was done. But then they U) | cporiments.om.
learned about "vapor intrusion." -
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That is a process where the remaining traces of contaminants -- such as Q .
tetrachloroethylene -- form a gas that migrates through the soil into adjacent E o
structures, credting a health hazard. Some of the chemicals are known = -
carcinogens and others could create other hedth problems. E .
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S0 the tate environmenta conservation and hedth departments are findizing a .
plan for dedling with the problem by the end of the yeer. e
At the same time, the agencies are prioritizing alist of 421 toxic Sites -- : Oparlments.com.
including 89 on Long Idand and 11 in New Y ork City -- where cleanups were E e r
completed or planned before 2003 and now need to be re-examined for toxic o
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In afew cases, such asaformer IBM ste in upstate Endicott, a vapor cleanup E = ---------------------------- .
is aready under way at 441 properties above a 300-acre plume. And some O o
other stes, including adry cleaning company in Port Washington and an E  apariments.com
industrid Stein New Cassdl, are being studied to develop vapor cleanup i |
plans. @ K 5y
(&

"The state is being more aggressive than other states, and that's agood thing," \
said Adrienne Esposito, executive director of the Farmingdale-based Citizens :
Campaign for the Environment.

Wadter Hang, president of Toxics Targeting, an environmentd database firm in Ithaca, said there are Sites
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on Long Idand where solvent vapors have intruded from soil into libraries, atennis academy and a
temple.

"The problem has been that the state never had an overall program to try to look back at these sites that
they once determined had been cleaned up,” he said. "Now, for the first time, it gppears that we have a
comprehensive review of al of the stesthat in many cases have been known about for decades to find
out whether or not people are actudly breathing these solvent fumesin their homes and other buildings.

"The question is, how are they going to clean up these problemsiif they find widespread vapor intruson?’

Maureen Wren, spokeswoman for the state Department of Environmenta Conservation, said her agency
and the health department are reviewing the proposed policy as well as recommendations in a report
issued last month by the Assembly environmenta conservation committee.

"WEell be addressing the sites with the greastest potentid first,” said Wren, who noted thet toxic Stes
identified since 2003 have been examined for vapor intrusion.

Assemb. Thomas DiNagpoli (D-Great Neck), chairman of the environmenta conservation committee, said
the panel recommended "that if you detect the chemical, you should go right to mitigation because the cost
of mitigation and monitoring are pretty smilar.”

The committee also stressed that the state agencies need to make sure residents and businesses have full
and timdly information about contaminants.

Paul Granger, superintendent of the Plainview Water Didtrict, which has 14 stes on the sate ligt, said he
welcomed any action that protects the community.

"We were aware of issues surrounding the water qudity for quite some time and took the initiative to
correct it immediately. When we noticed the water quaity was diminishing, we put trestment sysemsin
place. The water is absolutely safe to drink,” he said. "'I'm glad they are at least coming back to check.”

According to Carl Johnson, DEC deputy commissioner for air and waste management, the proposed
policy calsfor "the party responsible for contaminating the Site to pay for and perform the vapor intrusion
evauation, aswell as ... monitoring of any mitigation system which would be required.” If that's not
possible, the state would stepin.

The mitigation methods include sedling foundation cracks and adjusting heeting, ventilation or
ar-conditioning systems to prevent vapor infiltration.

Staff writer Deborah S. Morris contributed to this sory.
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